Using A Textbook

· Study assigned readings before each class. Be prepared for questions, references to those readings, and other activities building on that material. 


· Take notes in outline form as you read the text, indicate key points with a highlighter, note connections between sections, make lists of questions that come to mind or uncertainties, and pause frequently to summarize the key points of each section or chapter.
 

· Compare your lists of questions and your lists of key points with those of others in the class.
 

· Bring questions to class or recitation sections and ask the instructor to answer them.
 

· Review the text after the class to gain additional perspective. 


· Look in supplemental texts to see how other authors present similar topics, especially if the points seem vague or unclear in the primary text. Remember that often the presentation that introduces new information, concepts, and vocabulary will seem foreign. Another presentation with a slightly different twist may help you see something differently or may confirm that you have identified key points. 


· Review the text before exams and quizzes or periodically throughout the term.
 

· Study and review worked examples before attacking the homework problems. Read over questions, exercises, and problems that are not assigned and think about how to answer them. Group questions or problems by the topics they address or the methods required to solve them. Summarize by writing your own problems. Consult worked examples in other texts. 

